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Where alſo may be had, by the ſame Author, 


1. His Tranſlation, from the Greek, of 


the M Sermons of Sr. CHRXYSOSTOM, 
on the Six Great Feſtivals, almoſt 
FouRTEEN HUNDRED Years old, and 
never before in ouR Language till 
Chriſtmas 1774, ſince which time, be- 
tween SEVEN and EIGHT THOUSAND 
Copies of them have been ſold off. 
Price of the whole Sett 1s only 3s. 6d. 


2. Tut DvELLis't, A Sermon, inſcrib'd 


(by Permiſſion) to SIX WILLIaM 
DxrxAPER, and addreſt to the Gentle- 
men of the ARMY and NAVY. Price6d. 


3. ErtG6RAMs of MARTIAL, and other 


(modern) Epigrammatiſts, &c ; &c;— 
Tranſlated from the Latin, imitated, 
adapted, and addreſt to The King. 
and QUEEN, NOBILITY, CLERGY, and 
GENTkY. Price only 28. 6d. | 
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il 2 | My Lox, 


n 8 you are happily of ſuch a plant, 
22 Diſpoſition as to be permitted 


by the SCOTCH unte to be the 9Fenfible 
ATLAs of the State, (commonly called 
PRIME MIxISTER) You muſt give Me 

leave to tell You, that it's religiaus and 
moral, as well as civil and commercial con- 

,cerns, are intruſted to your care; and 

therefore this sKETCH of The Times can 

io properly be addreſt to No One as 

Yourſelf. 

To the RoyaL (i. e. the Scoren) FA- 
vouR, My Lord, You owe what You are— 
. hat you ſhould be, The Guardian of 

A the 


RY LETS 


* 
the Kingdom's Morars as well as her 
Revenues ;” is now my buſineſs to point out 
to you. Among all the PLans then, 
which have been ever offered to your 
Lordfhip's conſideration to improve the 
intereſt and wellfare of he Kingdom, I ap- 
al to all honeſt, worthy, and good men, 


if you ever had one equal to THis which 


I here offer in the following Diſcourſe, as 
an Hint only, and taken from the famous 
PRoJECT, PROPOSAL, or PLAN, for the 
advancement of RELIGION and Mor a- 
LITY in his Kingdom,” of a late cele- 
brated * Stateſman, as well as Divine.— 
Now, by putting this excellent PLAN of 
his into execution as ſoon and as much as 
you can, you may be, The greateſt and 
beji of PRIME MINISTERS! as their FLANS 
are limited only to fis world, whereas 
the PLAN now before you, extends to the 
next. But, alas! My Lord, I do maſt 
ſtrangely forget myſelf : the next world 
did I ſay? I retract that expreflion—for 
why do I mention it in a Nation, that 
ſeems by the daily practices of tos many 
by far, of all Orders, Ranks, and Degrees 
of People, to have baniſhed / thoughts 
of it? But here, I ſuppoſe, My Lord, 1 
ſhall have the old, uſual ea, thrown out 


* DEAN SWIFT, 
againſt 
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(OOF. | 
againſt the PLAN, as was done by Loxp 
OxFoRD and the hen MinisTRY, and 
afterwards by Sik RoBerRT- WALPOLE, 
D. of NEWCASTLE, and ſo on, That 
* the Times and Reaſons of State will not 
admit of it;“ at preſent, indeed, I can 
give You full credit for this Plea, as your 

ime, both day and night, is ſo fwal- 
lowed up in taking Orders and Directions 
from his Honour, Squire IENKIN SON, who 
(it is faid) is the FI RS TH in command under 
LORD BurE: However, this will do 
for the ſame reaſon, I ſuppoſe in the Body 
Politic, as ſome Phyſicians urge the Nerves 
and Bile in the Body Natural; and indeed, 
the %% has reſembled the /af by much 
too long. An ulcer has over-run it from 
head to fort! and unleſs ſome ſtrictly- 
honef/ STATE-SURGEON ariſes, for as to 
Kill there wants none; and will, with the 
intrepidity of the Eagle's eye, and the 
boldneſs of the Lion's heart, take the &nife 
in one hand, and cauſtic in the other, and 
cut and burn all before him, till he has 
prob'd the wound quite to the bottom (for, 
otherwiſe, it is only tinning it over) there 
may be a moſt violent fhogh, if not an end 
to THE CONSTITUTION. 

I have been urg'd, My Lord, to addreſs 
the following Dy/courſe to you from no 
aworldly motives whatſoever; (for I am 

A 2 neither 


TH 
neither known to the Rockingham or any 


Party our or Power; and can truly ſay 
with my Friend race, 


60 Nor tive addictus jurare in verba 
Macs TR,)“ 


But entirely from a moſt ſincere and hearty 
zeal jor my King and Country, your Lord- 
Ship's honour in 777 world, and your hap- 
pineſs in the vert: and yet, don't think 
that I mcan to falten you. If I am guilty 
of Halles at all (as /ome people fay) it 1s 
to the King, not to Juurſelf; but / fo, it 
is for a very good . (Poor 
Man! by his being in ſuch ed Hands!) 
* he has notling in his power to give.” 
You, My Lord, who, by being the truſty 
$ANCHO to the Score JUNToO, have 
every thing in Church as well as State, I 
would fcorn to flatter; the very thought 
itſelf I deteſt and abhor; and yet, 1 hopc 
I have % ſhewn myſelf, cither here or in 
my Sermon, to have been an entre ſtranger 
at The A/ar of the Graces.” This De- 
dition therefore, is net by way of incenſe 
at the ſhrine of your Loradſhip's power 3 
for , ] am be than the 4 of all 
Curates, City or Country, and have, been. 
in Orders now almoſt thirty years, without 


Præferment, or ever the leaſt expectation 
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of! it, yet let me tell you, My Lord, one thing 
as a matter of fact: That it is 2t much 
* above _ years ago, when I was of- 
« fered ſome of the „,. „% and beſt pieces of 


„ Preferment in the Church, by a certain 
++ Gentleman near one of the Squares, in 
cc 


great conn<Ctions with LORD BUTE and 
is Tools, but they were offered in ſuch 

* a manner, as no honeſt man would dare 
to accept; and therefore, though I had 
the honour of having th dem offered to 
me, vet (thank Gobi) I had the grace 
to refuſe them.” No, My Lord, let 
me ever be—wthour Præferment with a 
good Contcience, infinitely before being poſ- 
lefied of Canterbury tfelf with a proftitutec 4 
one! If We have not been, and ſtill are, mo? 
Haß, PU ble with the above Score Admi;u- 
ration, 5 Lay, My Lord, how ſhall we ac- 
count tor their ww; -G. aded, Pig reou-lroered, 
nd muliſh Procee: dings in regard to MR. 
8 ? That a Man in his origi! ally pri- 
vate and obſcure ſituation {hould have been 
ſo much “in the mouthof the People,” both 
in H- 9wn Country and Ha over the World, 
and z rais'd to the hizhe/t Honours with 
which a Man can be inveſted, both [irs 
and People may entirely thank T hoje who 
pretend to call Themielves THE Kixo's 
FRIENDS; and had Mr. I//ilkes been as 
ſtaunch a Friend to PopERyY and ARBI1- 
| | RAR 
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TRARY POWER, (as it is plain he is an 
utter Enemy to them, ) and thereby had an 
eye to THE THRONE, the very late and 
preſent Proceedings of theſe ſame FRiEN Ds, 
leave us no room to doubt, that they 
would lend him a ready and helping hand 
to place him there; | he f 

A word to the Wiſe, as We ſay, is 
enough:” and therefore, let GEORGE be- 
ware, in time, not of Jonx, but of 
CHARLES! and while they have been 
all along endeavouring to keep out the 
ONE, let him take care, I fay, that they 
don't pop in the oTHER !—* The Sun 
beholds all this,” (as Horace ſays in the 
caſe of Marc Antony's Luxury, Effœmi- 
nacy, and Corruption, exactly our Caſe 
at preſent) but alas! Pofterity will deny 
„it.“ — 

There is a well-known Obſervation of 
the Ancients That thoſe, whom PR- 
* VIDENCE will deſtroy, it firſt inſatu- 
% ates, or makes Them mad!” how far 
this has been verify'd among us, our moſt 
ſtrange and abſurd Proceedings of the M;- 
nifiry, in occaſioning ſuch dreadfull miſe- 
ries and confuſions abroad in our Colonies, 
will beſt tell !— _ 

It 1s well known, My Lord! to all 
Thoſe who are but tolerably converſant 
in Hiſtory, ** That BRIBERY, CORRUPTION; 
. and 


! 

and LUXURY were the chef, if not only, 
Cauſes of the overthrow of thoſe Free 
Governments of GREECE and RoME:— 
By theſe means, PHiLie of Macedon ruin'd 
moſt of the Commonwealths of Greece ſo 
much celebrated in Ancient Hiſtory.— 
The Spartan State, which had flouriſhed 
with ſuch glory about eight hundred Years, 
was ſoon deſtroy'd by the coRkuPT uſe 
of thoſe immenſe Riches, with which 
their PERSIAN and As1zTIC Conqueſts 
had furniſhed Them. The ruin of the 
Roman Common-wealth alſo, is, by the 
beſt Writers upon it, very juſtly imputed 
to that CoRRUPTION with which They 
were over-run, when They became Mat- 
ters of AsIA, AFRICA and Jupæx A. Be- 
fore that time, Honour was the Reward 
of Good and Great Actions! But hen — 
MoNEY, without Merit, open'd the door 
very eaſily to KNAVES and Fools (as 
now-a-days) while Honesr Men were 
entirely excluded! Then, it ſeem'd even a 
CRIME to be Virtuous: and the Roman 
People (like the Britiſo now) became ſo 
horribly DEGENERATE and CORRUPTED, 
+ That THE CoNSULSHIP, Government 
of COLONIES and PROVINCES, Command 
of ARMIES and NAVIES, and every STATE 
Employ, were put up 0 Sale: and all 
carry'd by CABALLING and BRIBERY, 


withour 


L. 
without the 4e regard had to the Merits 
of Men, and their Services to their couN- 
TRY! : 

This occaſi ied that Ene, but juſt, 
Obſervation, „That They would /el/ 
even THE CITY Vell, could a Man be 
but found who was able to purchaſe it; 
and this (if I remember right) was Aac- 
TUALLY done by. one DiDeus JuL1vs, or 
JuLIANus. 

And how was owr.own Nation brought 
to the brink of DESTRUCTION by the 
CORRUP' Practices of the Reign of 
CHARLES the Second! Then was the time 
when. all Men of Mirue, Integrity, and 
I. ue to their COUNTRY, ran the hazard 
of being kuiN p In thort—How(did The 

Kingdom gran under the burden of thoſe 
WICKED and CORRUPT Practices : the ſad 

effects of which, are to hi, day moſt ſen- 
ſibly and fatally felt! J 

The PEACE of EuRoPs then begun to 
be zZrajickt'd away: and to that COR RU“ 
TION, and tne banefull influences of the 
[3% infamous, weak, and wicked PEACE, 
ade and. bargaine? tor by that ignorant 
and corrupt Seate-Quack LORD B * 18 
owing the growth and hitherto 1uz/zbdu'd 
Power. of FRANCE. | 

If, therefore, to ſell the determination . 
of any difference between Private People, 
15 


1 
ts deſervedly to be deteſted; how juſtly 
exſecrable muſt THosE People render 
Themſelves who sEkLL whole Nations, and 
the Rights and Privileges of A FREE-BORN 


PEOPLE 


Happy England! had HE been cut ſhort 
in his career of Pop;/h Principles and Ar- 
bitrary Power, when the late PRINCE of 
WaALEs was taken away from us, but 
Go, in his juſt judgments, is pleaſed to 
let A CURSE go forth upon /517e Nations, 
for their being ſo wilfully blind, as that 
they will ut tee their own happineis, and 
perſue them, till they are ripe for an en- 
tire deſtruction !— 

Oh, My Lord! what an efufion of Blood 
had been ſtopt abroad 1n our unfortunate, 
unhappy Colonies in AMERICA, had there 
been ſome /mal/l quantity of Blood PRO- 
PERLY let out here at home on TowER- 
HILL, of THOSE who were the ADVISERS 
of theſe late PRoTEsTAN'T Principles and 
the preſent MILD and HUMANE Proceed- 
ings! even their þ/ttereſt ENEMIES would 
have rejoiced, as They paſted thro' TRM: 
PLE-BAR, to have ſeen Them EXAL*T- 
ED to ſuch jJUSTLY-DESERV'D Praer- 
ment! Believe me, My Lecrd! there is 
room enough for their Heaps, without 
knocking one againſt another ; and. that 
both thoſe PLaces groan for the want of 


ſuch 
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Xl J 
ſuch EXeELLENT FRIENDS to their KING 
and CounTRY !— 

I] proteſt, My Lord! J have not ſtated 
the Caſe of THE NATION in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſe with the leaſt deſign to ag- 
gravate Things: Gop knows (Nay, I ap- 
peal to the whole Kingdom) that they are 
bad enough already; and yet I am ſtig- 
matiz'd (but Thank Gop! moſt unjuſtly) 
with the opprobrious Names of Jncen- 
diary”, a“ fattions, ſeditious Man''—a 
REBEL, and AN ENEMY t# my King and 
Country! (Pray Gop bleſs and preſerve 
Them both!)—Theſe vo lat Titles, I 
confeſs, do Me too much honour! as (if One 
may judge by the complexion of MEN and 
THINGS not only /uffer'd but alſo EN- 
COURAG'D by THOSE about HIS MA- 
JesTY's Perſon) I am hereby neceſſarily 
rank'd in the number of his FRIEN Ds, 
but with ½/s difference, My Lord! and a 
very eſſential one it is, That THEY have 
All good Penſions and Places, and I (ſhame 
to their Ingratitude ) am left unprovided 
tor !— 

Hence, England may, perhaps, ſee her 
halcyon-days once more; and ſo this Plan 
nught ſtand the better chance of being, in 
time, and by degrees, put in execution.— 
And now, My Lord, I will take my leave 


of You with the following piece of Ad- 


vice, 
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131 
vice, which I truſt, your Candour will 
excuſe. 


Mr Lorp! while Vou're of Prver poſſeſt, 
No wonder that You're ſo careſt, 
And will be ſtill—thus at your Leves 
Numbers attend, Some briſk, Some heavy: 
Premier— -Knight of the Garter too! 
But if theſe Honours will not do: 
You're Oxford's Chancellor, it ſeems, 
To %s Sons what golden dreams 
Of Mitres, Deanries, and fat Sal, 
Which You've entirely at your call. 
Bur let's fuppoſe that You've refigr'd, 
That is, TURN'D or (to ſpeak your mind) 
No Friend will then think worth his while 
Your Levee to reheve from toll ! 
Thus have 1 ſeen at Tower-Szarrs, 
The Watermen who've wanted Fares, 
Cry out, ply cloſe, and there abide 
By Thoſe drawing near the Water: ſide 
* Oars or Sculler, Sirs” ! but when 
From Water-{ide They're going, then 
No notice is to Them directed, 
But depart ſilent and neglected. 
Be wiſe then, while You're IN at Court, 
And think your time may be but ſhort! 
Nay while We ſpeak, or turn about, 
Some envious moments may fly out 
To cut off hope! Ne'er truſt to morrow, 
As preſent Time may ſtop all ſorrow. 

O B 2 Nt Get 


3 
Get what You can for SELF! beſide 
It more, for Wirg and FIRE-sSIDE ! 
But if You muſt RESIGN at laſt, 


Dye hard”! and what You've got, hold 
at 


And am, My Lord, with all due reſpect, 
and beſt wiſhes for your Lordſhip's health 
and happiueſs in hie world and in the ext, 
with the Poverty and Merriment of a 
FRENCHMAN, the Ruyfticity of a Durch- 
MAN, but the Hong of an ENGLISHMAN, 


Your moſt faithfull and obedient, 
(though unknown) 


Humble ſervant, 
Sept. 4, 1775+ 
WILLIAM SCOTT. 


P.S.—The «thor has not the leaſt doubt 
of his Lerajhip's Generefity for this piece 
of friendly Advice to him, to ſpeak to 
his Majeſiy, in his behalf, for a Good Liv- 
inr, as he has been zu Orders now almoſt 
Thirty Y cars : but ſolely for want of Iu— 
tereſt, never able to get any, nor does he; 
ver expect it; and, therefore, ſo far, he 

| has 


e 
has Mr. Pope's Beatitude, “ Bleſſed is he 
„that expects nothing, for he ſhall not be 
„ diſappointed of his hope“ !- Though as 
he has been, for many years paſt, look'd 
upon as a Blinderbuſs, he is now thought 
by his Friends to be fit for A CANON: 
and therefore, if his Laraſbip pleaſes, he 
could like a good fat Sl in one of our 
Cathedrals as well, believing that he can 
ſleep there with as good a grace as his 
Betters, tor his own emolument, and the 
benefit of THE CHURCH,— 
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TO THE 


R E A DE R. 


HE Public, perhaps, may remem 
ber, that notwithſtanding the Pu/- 
it was obtain'd laſt Year but at two or 


three ſmall Churches, and even that with 


great difficulty! yet above a THOUSAND 
Copies of this Sermon were order'd before 
it was ſent to Preſs, and Two HUNDRED 
more by a Gentleman for one of our NOR TH- 
AMERICAN Colonies. TWENTY-FIVE 
HuNDRED were ſold off laſt Year in the 
former Editions. The Author (having 


ng 
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no Church of hrs 9w1n, not even as Curate 
or Lecturer) deſpairs now of ever getting 
leave to preach it in any Church, and 
therefore he ſhall ſollicit no more, as he 
finds it all in vain! But, at the ſame 
time, he can't help highly admiring and 
commending © the Wiſdom of the Serpent 
and Innocency of the Dove” in numbers of 
his Brethren, who thus take care to have 
conſtantly in their eye that moſt uſefull 
and excellent Obſervation of King David's 
in the Palms, For PRoMoTion cometh 
« neither from the Zaff, nor from the 
«© Weſt, nor yet from the South.—O brave 
LORD NoRTHI— No wonder, then, You 
ſee, Gentle Reader! that his Laraſti, by 
the direction and command of his Score 
Maſters, thus drive every thing before 
them !—When Truth is banifh'd out of the 
City Pullis, where are We to ſeek for it, 
unleſs in the Chapel at ST. Jamzs's or 
ST.STEPHEN's f—** Pogr oLD ENGLAND“! 

As the Author is thus driven out of the 
Pulpit, where ſhould he fly for refuge but 
to that molt glorious PALLADIUM of En- 
gliſb Liberty, THE PRESS? and therefore, 
the publiſhing his Sermon in he manner, 
1s owing entirely to an honeſt and hearty 
endeavour, as his la effort, to rouſe the 
attention of he Miniſiry to ſomething elſe 
beſides Themſelves, in order to revive the 


N expiring 


XViti | 
exſpiring cauſe of the Religion and Morals of 
his Country!” As to the reſpectable and 
worthy part of THE CLERGY, he very 
highly honours them, and ever ſhall : and, 
as to the Macaroni and TJeſſamy Sprigs of 
divinity with their curled pates froſted o'er 
like a 7welfith cake (Thanks to our g99d 


BiIs Hops for „his and all ſuch Propreeties in 


Dreſs, Morals, &c ;) to be fure he honours 
THEM too, as the very worthy ſucceſſors 
of ſo much Apaſtolical gravity and dignity! 
He is well aware of what cenſures he 
ſhall incurr by this ſermon and dedication, 
from the venal part of he laity, as well as 
the clergy: but this with many other 
things, give him not the leait concern; 
for as He has no hopes, ſo, Thank Gop! 
he has no fears from any man living 
whatſoever.” — 

The Biſhops ald Clergy, he knows, (and 
indeed fears there is too much room for 
juſtly cenſuring too many of Them) are 
look'd upon by their exemzres, as only ** dumb 
dogs; (in the propher's expreſſion.—) As 
to his own part, they may call him a furly, 


ſnarling, or what dog they pleaſe, if they will 


but allow him to be an honeſt dag: as he 
means not to bite, or even bark, any further 
than to be a watchfull one: (as every Hon 
dog ought to be) and to give the alarm 
againſt evi] or wligent Muayſters either in 
Church 


or: 

Church or State. He finds that he is accuſed 
of ill-will and envy againſt THE ScoTCH 
both in his Dedication and Sermon ; but he 
begs leave to aſſure them, that it is very 
unjuſtly: as he bears a general love and 
good-will to a// mankind! He only withes, 
that their great patron LORD BUTE 
would not add to the number of Monopos- 
lifts in this kingdom, as God knows, and 
the nation feels it fatally enough, that we 
have by far 799 many already :” and, that 
his own Countrymen might be ſuffered 
now and then to go ſzacks with them in 
the diſpoſal of penſians and ¶ See the Couri- 
Calendar, where THE SCOTCH have not 
only by far the mo/?, but alſo the moſt 
profitable ones] places both at home and 
abroad!” If he has been the leaſt inſtru- 
mental, by this Sermon, or Dedication, even 
to give an Hint either to men in Church or 
State to execute this plan for reforming the 
kingdom's religion and morals, as the ne- 
ceflity of it is daily {een and felt; be theirs 
the praiſe, and /s the only reward, ag he 
looks for no other.—No man, in his ſenſes, 
world ww-//mgly incurr the ill opinion and 
diſlike of the worthy and valuable part of 
mankind, and thereby create enemies to him = 
ſelf: but to ſee an honeſt, well-meanin 
Prince, decerved, miſled and abuſed, and one's 
Country expoſed, mjurc-, and BETRAY'D by a 

” Go Cabal 


5 
Cabal or Funto of Men, who are only mo- 
dernizing ancient Patriotiſm ſo far, as * to 


be . at others for a parcel of fools; 


becauſe they don't take hem to be a par- 
Ar 


< O Hiatus valde deflendus!” 


And to ſtand by as a fame, filent, and 
cowardly ſpectator, for fear of hurting 
one's intereſt, by offending ſome people: 
would ſavour 20% much of the preſent ſelfiſh 
age, and is what no hone/ft man can ever 
forgive himſelf. And therefore, after all, 
the Author of this Dedication, Addreſs, and 
Sermon, has, at leaſt, this pleaſing conſo- 
lation and heart-felt ſatisfaction, ** That 
thoſe who are enemies to him, or to them, 
muſt, to be ſure, be The right, irufty, 
and \well-beloved friends to their King 
and Country.” 


A SERMON, 


ECCLESIASTES, ch. Vil. ver. 10. 


Say not thou, What is the cauſe that 

former days were BETTER than 2 
For thou doſt not enquire wiſely con- 
cerning this. — 


INCE Human Nature and Conduct 
have been much the ſame in al ages 
of the world; it will be of no great ſer- 
vice to us to enquire of Antiquity, ** Whe- 
ther former times have been BETTER or 
WORSE than the preſent ?” And, for any 
one to pretend to fay, that o fr nations 

C 2 | now 
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now living, are BETTER or WORSE than 
Ousſelves, is ſaying much more than he 
can prove: and, granting even that he 
could prove, „ that they are much woRsE 
than we are,” yet this 1s no juſtification 
to us now, as a ation, nor will it be ſo 
to us hereaiter, as individuals, at the LAsT 
and GREAT DAY of accounts! But how- 
ever, I am very certain of this, that it 1s 
high time for us to be much BETTER than 
Ve are, both as a nation, and as individuals. — 

That the preſent times are extremely bad, 
is % well known, and 700 fadly and fatally 
felt by all in general! and, therefore, no 
wonder to hear ſuch daily complaints that 
they are fo; but 7h5 1s wholly owing to 
OURSELVES! Hence, it is not ſo very dif- 
ficult, as ſame people may pretend, to find 
out a way both to remedy the complaints 
of * the times,“ and to remove the cauſe 
of them. | | 

Now, in order to do this the better, I 
Hall ſtrike at the very RooT, at once, of 
all our evils, diſireſſes, grievances, and op- 
prefſicns, by obſerving, That there is but 
very little, or ub, RELIGION e left among 
us!” by which I mean, © a FEAR of Gop, 
and BELIEF of a FUTURE STATE of RE- 
WARDS and PUNISHMENTS.” Our great 
people are ( many of them!) above all 
RELIGION, and our Vile people are as 
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much below it. What ſmall remains of it 
are ſtill left among us, are to be found 
only, or however, chiefly, among our 
middle fort of people: and even 7here, 1 
fear, it is 799 much and ſadly corrupted ! 
Now, if a kingdom has ſuch very little 
notion of living in the fear of Gop, can 
1t poſſibly be any wonder that they live 
in no ſort of fear of man? But by far too 
many going daily on in thoſe 1n1quitous 
and infernal practices, hic! 2 ſeem “ vight 
in their own eyes,” as tho' there was 
19 Account to be geen for their Actions 
hereafter ! 

Was I to conſider this ſubject of THE 
TIMES” particularly, you might well think 
me tedious indeed, but though it is ſo 
great and extraordinary, 1 {hall endeavour 
to be as full, and yet as ſhort as poſlible, 
and, therefore, beg your patience. 

I ſhall now, then, ſtate the caſe of 7018 
nation very fairly and honeitly with you, 
by ſhewing, that the grounds and cauſes 
* all our complaints of THE TIMES, will 
be found to ariſe entirely from OURSELVES: | 
7. e. from a want of RELIGION among us 
throughout the whole Kingdom in general, 
and it's CAPITAL CITY in particular, 
which, like all other capitals, in MORALS, 
as well as trade, arts, and ater tht 
have great influence upon the reſt of their 
reſpective kingdoms, 
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I ſhall, in the firſt place, therefore, hint 
only at things in general, by way of quæſ- 
tion; and, in the ſecond and laſt place, 
point out a method, which, F quickly and 
carefully practiſed, would (under God!) 
moſt effectually reform the nation, and 
reſtore it to its ancient ſtate of RELIGION, 


MORALITY, and VIRTUE.— 


To begin, then, with our nob//iy and 


geniry—for according to their examples, 


good or bad, the middle and lower fort of 
people are obſerv'd to form their lives and 
converſations. As They have Two ex- 
cellent EXAMPLES at Court before their 
eyes in all conjugal, parental, domeſtic, and 
ſocial virtues, I would only aſk * do They 


imitates THEM (in general I mean) in theſe 


amiable virtues and qualities?” Tf fo, pray 
now, „how comes it to paſs, that Di- 
VORCES, SEPARATIONS, and ſuch like, 
have, of late, been ſo very frequent in 
Deetors Commons, and other courts of juſ- 
tice?” And why ſuch complaints of each 
other's injuring the honour of the marriage 
bed, and too often diſgracing themſelves 
with Thoſe, by much their Infervors ? 
Again—* Do Thoſe thew themſelves 


| 4rue friends to their KING and COUNTRY, 


by complimenting THEIR MaAJESTIES on 
their birth-days, at court, in drefles of 
French, or other foreign manufactory!“ 

Ad, 
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And, „can this poſlibly be for the honour 
and intereſt of their own COUNTRY, by in- 
ſulting their SOVEREIGN in his manner?“ 
—Are They juſt and regular in their pay- 


ments to 7hoſe, on whom they depend for 


the very neceſſaries and conveniencies of life? 
And, * are theſe debts paid before what 
they are pleaſed to call debts of HoN oV at 
the gaming or card table, which is only 
another term for injuſtice and villainy?“ 
As in the 5% governments the 209 
corruptions are 799 apt to prevail through 
the baſe and artful intrigues of men of 
ambition and avarice; what mult we think 
w1ll be the certain conſequences, in time, 
of that government, where “ corruption 
itſelf is made a zecęſſary part of it?“ a 
maxim, ſo weak and abſurd, as well as 
wicked, that it will deſtroy the very 57% 
_ conſtituted government upon . earth !—l 
muſt confeſs, for my own part, I am as 
far from being the Jeg friend to politics 
from the pulpit as any man living: nor 
would I, much /e/s, be even thought to 
blow THE HORN of faction and ſedition, 
from this /acred place! but, when we are 
endeavouring to heal a /ore in the body- 
politic as well as natural, every honeſt ſur— 
geon will always probe the wound to the 
bottom, by the knife, or cauſtic, in the one 
caſe, as well as te other; and therefore 


here, 
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here, I would only juſt aſk again, « Ts it 


for the intereſt and happineſs of any nation 
to ſuffer ſuch a Machiavilian maxim flill 
to prevail? to let a parcel of little, mean; 
paltry boroughs (the fungous fleſh of THE 
CONSTITUTION) to be repreſented IN 
PARLIAMENT, while places of ſuch im- 
menſe conſequence to TRADE (which is 
the /ife of this nation) are left without re- 
preſentatives ! And, what muſt the re- 
preſentatives of ſuch beggarly places be, 
but ſlaves to the nod of A MINISTER, to 
carry on either his ARBITRARY or PA- 
CIFIC {ſyſtem of corruption, whether he is 
& THE REAL MINISTER, or only © THE 
05 TENSIBLE ONE,” as he is now called: 
. e. One who is hung out by ONE or 
MORE behind /e curtain, only as THE 


$IGN of a Miniſten?“ 


Is it for the promotion of jagt and honeft 


principles in a nation, of learning and merit 


in the church, and of induſtry, lll, and in- 


tegrity in the State, for places in the one, 
and praferments in the other, to be expoſed 
to ſale, and publicly too in our daily news- 
papers?” is there no perjury committed 
by thoſe of the Clergy, who purchaſe liv- 
ings for 7. hemſelves with their own money, 
either directly or indirectly?“ꝰ And * ought 
not our Byhops, who pretend to be the go- 


vernors of he Church, to get an act pals'd, 


either 


[ 


either to aboliſh the oaTH againſt Simony, 
or to put an abſolute ſtop to ſuch a moſt 
Scandalous and iniquitous ſale of them?” 
Again—* Is it likely for the morality 
and virtue of a kingdom to laſt long, when 
ſuch a multitude of places of diu and 
difipation of people's time and money, are 
ſuftered by THosE at the helm of affairs, 
(who ought to be the guardians of a king- 
dom's MORALS as well as her revenues) to 
enervate the bodies and unhinge the minds, 
not only of the CAPITAL CIT, in par- 
ticular, but alſo the whole kingdom, in ge- 
neral, and that even in the ſolemn time 
and ſeaſon of Lent too! but how ſhould 
© THE MINISTRY, otherwiſe, carry on their 
excellent Syſtem or CORRUPTION ?—Fors 
merly, indeed; in this nation, VALOUR and 
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2 TRUE ſenſe of honour, which diſdained 


even the appearance of any thing that was 
mean and baſe, was the characteriſtic of our 
Men of quality and gentry, and viRTUus and 
MODESTY were that of our Vomen: but 
Now, Vice and Villainy have entirely loſt 
their names! ©* ADULTERY is No crime;” 
and ** K£ILLING is No murder!” And; 
are the above-mentioned graces of both 
the ſexes, which ſo much elevate and dig- 
nify them, likely to be continued at ſuch 
diabolical, infernal places as MASQUER ADES 
and the GAMING-TABLE?”—** Is the pre- 
D ſent 
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ſent mode of education at our Academics, 
large Schools, and others throughout the 
kingdom, and at our Two UNIVERSITIES, 
for the riſing generation of the men: and 
our French and other Boarding-ſchools, in 
aud about this GREAT C1Ty in particular, 

and the nation in general, for the riſin 
generation of the women, ſo happily cal- 
culated and formed for improving the 
morals as well as the learning of children 
now-a-days?” If ſo, How comes it to 
paſs, that we hear ſuch frequent and daily 
complaints from fathers, mothers, and guar- 
dians, that they ſcarce know where to 
put the one part of the ſex, to ſecure their 
morals, as well as improve them in /earn- 
ing: and the other part, ** that they learn 
nothing ere, but pride, folly, and extrava- 
gance 1n dreſs, and of every other kind what- 
loever?” —ls it either for the interęſt or Ho- 
nour of a nation for its nobility and gentry 
to be drawing every year ſuch immenſe 
ſums of money out of it, and laviſhing it 
away abroad on their vices and follies, un- 
der the notion of “travelling into foreign 
parts, and ſeeing the world;” where, from 

the ignorance of their own nation (through 
the rawneſs and inexperienceof their youth, 
juſt, as it were, thrown out of their mo- 
ther's /aps) and falſe notions 1mbibed in it, 
they are ſure to glean up every weed of 


vice 
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vice and folly which falls in their way ?— 
« Is it politic and prudent, again, in our 
middle ſort of people, to ſend their children 
over to France for education in their nun- 
neries and convents: where, however ad- 
vantageous it may be to parents for cheap-- 
neſs, and other reſpects: yet, is it io for 
forming and faſhioning their young and 
tender minds in the principles of een 
by Thoſe who are well known to be quite 
of a moſt oppofite perſuaſion?“ and there- 
fore, they would be much ſafer in hat, 
and every other reſpect under the eye of 
their parents and guardians at home. Aud 
now, even from 7heſe two or three quæi- 
tions, and does it not zo plainly appear, 
(and well for us if not 700 fatally iclt a few 
years hence!) that our French, and other 
foreign faſhions, have done us infinitely 
more miſchief towards our ruin, than all 
their wars with us (thank Gop!) have 
Been ever able to do?“ 
Again, —“ Is it for the honour abroad 
or the intereſt and happineis 47 h-me, for 
any nation to be ſo frequently removing 
Thoſe from their offices in the State, who 
have approved themſelves worthy by their 
till and integrity? If men are t for their 
places in the various departments of State- 
affairs, the law, army, or navy, Wh 
are they removed?” If not, Why 
E D 2 are 
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are they put in?” Now theſe two 
quzſtions are much more eafily aſked, 
N than anſwer'd; and therefore, 

would aſk only how far the next quæſ- 
tion will give an auſwer to them; Are 
not AMBITION and AVARICE ſuffer'd to 
prævail by Perſons who rule the various De- 
partments at court and throughou the king- 
dom?” If fo, the caſe is plain and theſe 
are the two great engines of miſchief, 
which not only ſet courts, but alſo king- 
doms, and the whole world itſelf on fire! 
Can „hat nation ever raiſe up its head 
above the overflowings of ungodlineſs, and 
eſcape being drown'd at laſt, about whoſe 
neck ſuch a monſtrous MILLSTONE of 
places and penſions is continually tyed? But 
if penſions are ſettled upon ſome in the State, 
army, or navy, who have deferv'd well at 
the hands of their KING and COUNTRY, 
and therefore properly and well-beſtow'd 
for their paſt ſervices: ** Does this juſtify 
the Civil- Liſi either here, or in a fiſter king- 
dom (eſpecially that !) being burden'd with 
thoſe for ſuch ſervices, as it would be far 
from doing the leaſt honour either to 
THOSE who beſiow, or THOSE Who accept 
them!” Nay rather“ would it not be 
an inſult to common ſenſe and underſtand- 
ing, and a ſcandal and diſgrace even to 
modes and human nature, barely to men- 
25 tion 
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tion SOME of them?“ “ Is it good ma- 
nagement or policy in any kingdom, to 
ſuffer it's Jand- tax, and all thoſe taxes which 
are ſo grievouſly felt by the mantfatturer 
and mechanic upon the neceflary articles of 
life, to be almoſt as hig in time of PEACE, 
as in war?” | 

The pride, glory, and ſtrength of this 
little and of ours which we inhabit, is 
well known among youalltobeit's TRADE; 
and “ is at in ſo very flouriſhing a ſtate 
either at home or abroad, as to have 13 
complaints among us,” that the French, 
Dutch, or other nations, under-work us, 
and conſequently under- ſell us at foreign 
markets? Now, „can this be done by 
them without /abour being cheaper?” and, 
„ can this be ſo without proviſions being 
cheaper?“ and, can prowfions in any na- 


tion poſſibly be cheap, where, all kinds 


even of the bare neceſſaries of life, are 
with-held from the Jabouring poor, (which 
are the ſtrength and finews of a nation as 
well as the rich) by the monopoly, engrofſ- 
ing, regrating, and forgſtalling of a ſet of 
WRETCHES, who, in almoſt any country 
but 7h7s (ſuch are the bleſſed effects of our 
LIBERTY!) would be taken, half a ſcore 
of them, and hung up directly as a terror 
to the reſt, as, indeed, they ought to be: 
who are a diſgrace even to common huma- 
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17 itſelf?“ For every one is ſo, who, 
ike a vulture, can feed and prey upon his 


fellow- creatures! Now, „have we laws 


againſt this vile oppreſſion and grievance, 
amongſt o many others, or have we not?” 
If we have, for humanity-ſake, Why 
are they not ſtrictly and ſeverely executed?” 


1 not, why are not * made, and in- 
a ] 


ntly executed, as will effectually remove 
this great diſtreſs which begins now to be 
very ſenſibly felt by the nile ſort of peo- 
ple as well as the /ver? © To what pur- 
poſe does the ſupreme Father of mercies, 
and God of all comforts,” ſhower down 
his bleſſings daily and hourly upon us? 
giving us fruitfull ſcaſons, and filling 
our hearts with food and gladneſs:“ if, at 
the ſame time, by an ARTIFICIAL scAR- 
cITY, wickedly made by one ſct of men, 
and as wickedly overlooked by another, we 
are daily ſtarving in the midſt of A REAL 
PLENTY?” Now, muſt not the fault 
of this lie ſomewhere?” — How far the 
next queſtions will go towards anſwering 
what I have juſt now aſk'd, I leave you to 
judge, and Thoſe to conſider, whom, andy, 
it moſt nearly and principally concerns! 
Do not too many of our nobility and gen- 
try ſuffer commons and large waſte pieces of 
ground to be enclos'd, and many of their 
imaller farms (which would maintain 
| whole 
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whole families) to be engroſs'd by one far- 
mer only, who is already too great and 
overgrown ?” If fo, for mercy-ſake, what 
muſt become of the poorer and labourin 
ſort of people?” And, Is this enrich- 
ing one man, at the expenſe of many others 
and whole families, likely to make him, 
his wife, or children the ſame plain, ho- 
neſt, ſober, frugal ſort of people, that far- 
mers generally have been uſed to be:!“ 
And moreover—-** To what end is all this 
oppreſſion of the fall Tenents?” Is it 
not to ſave the Steward trouble in collect- 
ing the rents, and for his more eaſy and 

uick remittance of large ſums at once to 
the Landlord?” And * for what?” «Ts 
it not, either to go abroad, and ſquander 
them away in France and other countries 
upon French follies, laces, and cloaths, 
and import them in a lo, paltry, ſneaking, 
clandeſtine manner, to the diſtreſs and ruin 
of our own Trade and manufactures: or 
elſe, to ſupply all the various ſtreams of 


luxury, folly, and extravagance here at 
home, which are ſo conſtantly ſuffer'd to 


flow from this GREAT CITY, as its Foun- 
tain-head?” And, therefore, if fo, can 
it poſſibly be any wonder, that fo many 
hundreds of the poor and labouring people 


in a year are conſtantly flocking over from 


England, Scotland, and Ireland to our Plan- 


tations 
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tations in AMERICA and ofher Foreign 
Parts?—As to Scotland, indeed—happily 
for many of Them! THE TREE oF Live 
has, for about theſe FirTEEN years paſt; 
been imported, planted, water'd, nourith'd, 
and thrives ſo well, as to afford Them too 
much ſhade and ſhelter here, to quit it for 
the hot and burning ſuns abroad, except, 
indeed, for our governments and principal 
officers of our CoLoNIEs there: as They 
well know the truth and excellency of 


what our bleſſed Lord tells us in his holy 


goſpel, ſo ſuitable to heir own country and 
climate, That men cannot gather grapes 


from THORNS, or figs from THIsTLEs!” 


In ſhort—was I to go on aſking quæſ- 
tions about what many evils and what 
little good our late MARRIAGE-ACT has 
produced—the danger of $EPTENNIAL 
parliaments ;” The bad policy in ſuffer- 
ing not only ſuch a yearly EXPORTATION 
of HORSES to the neglect of AGRICULTURE, 
but too often of CORN by not taking off the 
bounty upon it, when up at ſuch a price ;” 
6 The infamous paſſing the Quebec Act for 
eſtabliſhing yoyERY! and the /aft ſcanda- 
lous PEACE, after ſuch immente expenſe 
of Blood and Treaſure!” —“ The great cor- 
ruptions which have crept into the huRcn 
as well as the 8TATE, from the neglect 
of diſcipline by our church-GOVERNORS : 

17 
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if it was only as to the areſs of the younger 
part of the clergy what offenſe it gives to 
her few friends, and handle to her many 
enemies,“ — "The luxury and extravagance 
of the age thro' all orders, ranks, and 
degrees of people“ — 0 the immorality and 
difjepation of their time and fortunes at 
Nawmarket, the gaming-table, and other 
places of ruin and debauchery among 799 
many of the younger part of our nobrlity 
and gentry” “ the ambition and avarice of 
the el/der;”” and “ the 7099 great neglect of 
both, as to THE DIvingE MAJESTY on his 
holy Sabbaths, by ſetting a good example 
to their children and ſervants in fr equent- 
ing church, and obſerving all good order 
and economy at home” —* The bad po- 
licy and ſhamefull INIQUITY of THOSE 
whom it concerns, as pretenders to PUB- 
LIC œconomy, in not ordering a yearly 
account to be ſettled of the NATIONAL 
DEZ T:“ Hence ariſe fo many PUBLIC 
DEFAULTERS Of #7accounted THOUSANDS 
and MILLIONS! and, when this is the cafe 
with. any nation, „hat muſt become of 
it, in time, but (like a pte man, whoſe 
expenſes by far outrun his income) take 
up the bange, quit ſcores, and become A 
BANKRUPT? Was I, I tay, to go on 
aſking queſtions, about „ the general bad 
influence of example, which the upper part 
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of the kingdom has upon the middle, and 
they upon the lo r; and, in ſhort, a mul- 
titude of things more which might be 
mention'd, I ſhould well be thought te- 
dious, and treſpaſs a great deal too much 
upon your patience! and therefore I would 
only obſerve here, once for all, That 
when the CORRUPTION of a ation is thus 
ſo univerſal, no wonder that we are ſo 
daily alarm'd with murders—adulteries— 
perjuries —bankruptcies——robberies——houſe- 
breakings decay of TRADE and MANU- 
Ac TURES t both of PUBLIC and 
PRIVATE CREDIT—d:ſobedience in children 
and fſervants—dearneſs of provitions—in- 
numerable multitudes of public-houſes all 
over the kingdom, to corrupt and ruin 
the morals of the labouring and lower ſort 
of pcople - eglect of Gop's worthip at 
church on the Sabbath-day : and want of 
reverence and devotion in people's behavi- 
our when they come there—the ſcandalous 
and offenſive books, prints, flatues, and ſongs, 
with which our eyes and ears are ſure to 
be peſter'd as we go along the ſtreets and 
avenues of this GREAT CITY—want of 
common faith and truſt in our dealings 
with one another to hat degree, that you 
ſcarce know whom to truſt to the value 
of five ſhillings, barely upon the credit of 
his own Word] Want of charity and com- 


. paſſion 


E 
paſſiun amongſt 799 many of be rich: and 
want of mduftry, ſobriety, humility, modeſty, 
and gratitude amongſt the poor! — The 
dreadtul imprecations of our lower fort of 
people among the men, and the horrible 
oaths and curſes even from the mouths of 
Women and children — In a word, and, to 


conclude this firſt and diſagrecable part of 


the ſubject, fins, crimes, and vices beyond 
meaſure, of every kind and ſhape what- 
ſoever! 

To be drawing now (towards a conclu- 
ſion with the /econd and le part of it: 
which is, to ſhew you particularly, “that 
the ground and cauſes of all the evils in this 
nation, and our complaints of THE TIMES, 
will be found to ariſe enz/rely from ouk— 
SELVES:” . e. from a want of a due ſenſe 
of RELIGION among us, thro' the whole 
kingdom in general, and its CAPITAL CITY 
in particular!” For, RELIG10N, however 
it may be derided and reproached in this 
nice, ſqueamiſh, and delicate CHRISTIAN age, 
was always thought by the witer and more 
ſober HEATHENS, to be a moit laſting 
foundation of laws and ſocicties: as, Ww/h- 


out it, no Government can ſubſiſt, nor 7. 


tice be adminiſtered. Thus, PLA TO calls 
RELIGION, ** The BARRIER of per and 
juſtice, and a TYE of honeſty;” and TULLY 


ſays of the Romans, ** That they conquered 
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ſo many nations, z fo much by fratagem, 
or ſuper! or firengih, as by their ſtrict re- 
gard and ſacred reverence for RELIGION 
arid VIRTUE!” And therefore, had a moſt 
admirable project, propoſal, or plan of a late 

celebrated WRITER® for the advancement 
Of RELIGION and MORALITY in /i king- 
dom, been but executed when it was pub— 
Iich'd, (bet ween 60 and 70 years ago) the 
face of affairs NW, would have been chrefty, 
if not entirely changed. I ſhall, therefore, 
point out to you ſuch an obſervation or two 
of his from it, as will be moſt ſerviceable 
towards filling up this fetch of THE 
IMES,“ which I have here given, leaving 
it to a far more able pencil to complete the 
fiece.— 
„As the power (ſays he) of giving 
away all employments in CHURCH and 
STATE is in THE CROWN, either by 
** THE KING himſelf, or by his Minifters: 
it is in the power of every Prince to 
make RELIGION and VIRTUE become 
the faſbian of the: age, provided they are 
made to be, at the fame time, the direct 
and neceſſary ſteps to favour and præ 
© ferment. If Princes, therefore, deſire to 
„ ſee their people happy and proſperous, 


+ let them make it every man's tereſt 
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and honour to be RELIGIOUS and VIR TU+ 
OUS, by making IRRELIGION and VICE 
a diſgrace, and a ſure bar to their pro- 
motion in either; this they ſhould fir} 
endeavour to do in their own courts and 
families: and then, RELIGION and VIR- 
TUE would” ſoon become faſhionable 
graces AT COURT, and would be care- 
tully practiſed as the only methods to 
get and keep employments there ; which 
alone would have great influence on the 
nobility and gentry; for if RELIGION and 
VIRTUE were once underſtood to be the 
necefiary and direct ſteps to favour and 
proafe; Heh then no one wc: wg openly 
offend againſt them, who had the leaſt 
regard for their reputation and i fertune.” 

Whether a method to reſtors {his nation 
to its real greatnels and glory, 7. e. its RE- 
LIGION and VIRTUE, is agreeable or no, 
J know not, nor does it concern me; 
otherwiſe, I mean, than moſt heart] 

wiſhing it was put in practice; and, that 
it is practicable, will be readily confeſs'd 
by every one who are their KING and 
 COUNTRY's real friends! there is onl 

wanting an bearty deſire and fleady reſolu- 
lion for ALL PARTIES to ume in 10 good 
and neceflary a work; for alas! what can 
half a ſcore, or an kindred do, if ALL don't 
Join?” And (as the plan obſerves again) 


That 
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That ſome gfeftual attempt ſhould be 
„ made towards ſuch a REFORMATION, 
« is more neceflary than /ome people may 
6 imagine: as the RUIN of a nation is ſure 
* to follow A GENERAL CORRUPTION 
„ OF MORALS AND CONTEMPT OF RE- 
© LIGION,” Which ſeems to be 799 much 
© OUR caſe at preſent For, when men 
6 1n places of GREAT TRUST AND POWER 
„% in a nation do their duty for coN- 
«© SCIENCE-ſake: Affairs will zt ſuffer 
** then by FRAUD or NEGLECT; and, „/ 
„they believed © A DlVINE PRovi- 
«© DENCE,” and © A FUTURE STATE OP 
© REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS,” and 
* acted accordingly,” what an happy 
change of affairs we- ſhould then have 
throughout the &mgdom by ſuch rang 


and powverfull EXAMPLES! 


And therefore, was I now preaching 
before THE KING, he muſt give me leave 
to tell Hi alſo, (with all due reſpect and 
reverence !) That his beſt endeavours to 
„ inſtill /me ſhare of choſe VIRTUES, of 
„ which, HIMSELF and his moſt amiable 
„ CONSORT are poſſeſt, into his PEOPLE; 
are a moſt important part of his DUTY, 
as well as his mere and honour.” 

To conclude—let us contider and well 
remember, That the once famed GR x- 
CiAN and ROMAN EMPIRES were entirely 

over- 


1 

overwhelmed and deſtroyed by theif con- 
queſts in Perſia, Afia, Africa, and Judea: 
letting in upon them ſuch a deluge of LUX- 
URY, PROFANENESS, and IMMORALITY!” 
— How far the BRITISH EMPIRE has been 
already affected (and may be {till more ſo) 
as to its religion and morals, by that im- 
menſe flow of wealth and luxury from our 
congugſis in the Eaft Indies: and how far 
Thoſe who have brought it over, acquired 
there in ſo very few years, can reconcile 
to their own conſciences THE MANNER in 
which they got it: and the LUXURY and 
CORRUPTION, and conſequently the de- 
cline of RELIGION and VIRTUE in 7/1 
kingdom, I leave to Themſelves to conſider : 
But moſt ſure I am of this one thing, 
That in any kingdom, either abroad or 
at home, when the man once ſuffers himſelf 
to be enflaved to AMB1TION and EXTOR- 
TION, or to LUXURY and PLEASURE, the 
chriſtian is not very likely to ſtay long be- 
hind!“ There mit be, then, you ee 
plainly, ONE GRAND RESTORATION to 
the principles of RELIGION and vIRTUE 
in educating the ring generation of the 
rich, middle, and lower tort of people in 
this kingdom! Otherwiſe, all the preach- 
ing of Us of the Clergy to avom's-day, and 
all pretenſcs to patriotiſm and public [pirit of 
the laity, is, and will be, doing nothing 

at 


(44 -] 
ft all! As he, that would have his gar⸗ 
den fruiſſull in Autumn, muſt take care to 


aig, weed, and plant it well in the ſpring. 


Accordingly, Solomon finely and juſtly ob- 
ſerves to us, © Train up a child, ſays he, 
(but how? Not in the way that he i going: 
for then, 10,000 to 1 but he is ruin'd ! 
No—but) “ in the way that he /hould go: 
for when he 1s old, he will zo? depart from 
it!” Let all parents and guardians, then; 
make it their chief care. and concern to 
plant in their children's hearts the early 
ſeeds of RELIGION and vIRTUE! Let 
them teach them, almoſt from their very 
cradle, and repeating to them as they grow 
up, ſuch as, * to zhink and ſpeak awfully 
of THE MOST HIGH Gop!” © reverently 


of RELIG10N,” and © reſpectfully of it's 


MINISTERS * Honour and obedience to pa- 
rents duty to their King and Country; So- 
briety and temperance to Themſelves, juſtice 
and honeſtly to Others, and a general /ove 


and g00d-Ww1ll to all their Fellow-creatures !”” 


One great error prevailing in thrs king- 
dom, and its CAPITAL CITY 1n particu- 
lar, is, that we have here 790 much preach- 
ing, and 799 /iitle catechizing children, at 
church by e clergy, and at home by 
their parents! Now, the want of this, is 
the fountain-head of all our evils and diſ- 
treſſes! as his would be laying the ah 

an 
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and only foundation of RELIGION and VIR- 

TUE in their young and tender minds, by 

inſtructing and keeping them to the very 

firſt principles of it. Had we, therefore, Je, 

preaching and ore catechizing, I am moſt 

certain, that we ſhould have a much per, . 

and conſequently. a much better ſenſe of 

RELIGION, which would influence our 

whole lives and converſations! For to * 

preach to people without their knowing ; 

the principles of their RELIGION, is like 

building an houſe without firſt laying a 

foundation. It is this want of catechizing, 

or inſtructing youth in theſe principles, 

that has been the 7rve and only cauſe of all 

thoſe MONGREL ſecis and gp/nions, which 

have ſo diſturbed the private peace and 

happineſs of families, as well as the public, 

and almoſt deſtroyed what Vile RELIGION 

there is now. left in the nation! For the 

minds of % many people, now, are ſo | 

blown up with noe, nonſenſe, wild and 

empty notions, that among Thoſe of forty 

or fifty years old, you will ſcarce find any 

able to give hat account of their faith, as | 

Chriftians, which formerly, you might have , 

had from a boy of ren or /welve; and there- | 

fore what the pulpit has neglected, and 6 

conſequently diſorder'd and deftroy'd, the 

feſk muſt reſtore Had this been done at 

the beginning of the preſent century, and { 
con- * 
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conſtantly kept up, not only in time of 
Lent, but alſo all the year round: We 
ſhould have had no room for complaints, 
„That former times were BETTER than 
the preſent.” We live now, at this day, in 
the VERY BEST TIMES of the world ! 
and moſt ſorry I am to ſay it, in the very 
WORST TIMES alſo! Be from Gop! and 
worſe from OURSELVES! and therefore, 
after all—If private people will, by a 
fooliſh and amazing extravagance, plunge 


themſelves headlong 1 into debt, and then rail 


and cry out at the badneſs of THE TIMES, 
becauſe they are ARRESTED: and if the 
PUBLIC MONEY, inſtead of being {killfully 
and honeſtly apply'd (as it ought to be) to 
THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 1s embezzled and 
ſquander'd away, for SECRET SERVICES,” 
and other bafe, mean, and ſcandalous pur- 
poſes, and no enquiries ever made, or ſuf- 
Jer d to be made, what is become of it, 
or how 1t is apply'd: - And, if an honeſt, 
faithfull, and loyal body of CITIZENS pe- 
Illion and remonſtrate to their SOVEREIGN, 
againſt £6 ENCROACHMENTS ON their I- 
beriies,” and the grievances are ſuffered to 
remain by thoſe. HARPIES and COR MO- 
RANTS thatareabouthim, ſtillun-redreſt :— 
In ſhort—if the wellfare and honour of A 
KINGDOM, and the happineſs of it's KING, 
nut | be facrific d to all the little, dark cabal, 
and 
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and private, perſonal piques, reſentments, 
and revenge, of THOSE IN POWER, who, 
while pretending to be“ THE KING's 
FRIENDS,” are only ſecuring poſſe//ions for 
THEMSELVES, and ?/tles, places, and re- 
verſions for their WIVESs and FAMILIES! I 
ſay, if even theſe few things are ſo, (and 
many more I could mention) how wuxnrea- 
ſonable, fooliſh, and abſurd, are all our 
complaints of the badneſs of THE TIMES!— 
Prime Minifters, Politicians, and Others, may 
offer plans, ſchemes, ways, and means, to 
make a nation great and powerfull as they 
call it: but let me tell Them, that They 
muſt, firſt of all, make it RELIG1ovus and 
VIRTVOUS! and then it will be zruly great! 
and therefore, there is but oe thing that 
can poſſibly ſave %% nation: and hat is, 
by rouzing it from its ſtupid /e/hargy of 
ſin and wickedneſs, with the Almighty 
7 hunder of ſome $IGNAL JUDGMENT !”— 
There is but ne thing that can difarm THE 
ALMIGHTY of his Thunder; and that is, 
* A NATIONAL REPENTANCE AND RE- 
FORMATION ! And, there is but one thing 
more, that can continue to ſave it, after it 
has been thus rouz'd and reform'd: and 
that is, by keeping the rig generation 
to a proper ſenſe of their duty in catechizing, 
or, inſtructing them in the principles of 
RELIGION !—But all Nations, like the Hu- 

F 2 man 
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man Body, have their infancy, growth, and 
. perfefttion. How far ws of this kingdom 
are paſt that perfection, and our coLONIES 
abroad every year ariſing towards their 

rowth, needs no great ſagacity to foreſee, 
or to foretell, that the ſeat of THE BRI- 
TIsH EMPIRE may be carry'd over there 
much ſooner than the King's FRIENDS ima- 
11 gine!” THE COLONIES are ſhaking off he 
bl | yoke: and when the children find that THE 
118 MOTHER is arbitrary, oppreſſive, and tyran- 
| cal: no wonder, that /hey, in 7herr turn, 
N a0 the part of (what ſome People are pleas'd 
1% to call) KEBFLEs, How far THOSE iu the ad. 
iy #114/iration of affairs are concern'd, either 
PASSIVELY, or ACTIVELY, in enabling 
3 them to go on in hies manner, I leave to. 
TR their own CONSCIENCES to determine; but, 
* to be ſure, all ſuch mu be the“ King's 
1 REAL friends;” and, no doubt, the fame 
1 honeſt and worthy friends to theſe poor, diſ- 
| | zre/t, and DEPOPULATING countries! ] have 
i now done my duty ſo, as becomes every 
1 HONEST Briton, REAL patriot, and TRUE 
1 miniſter of the Goſpel of CHRIST: In © cry- 
1 ing aloud” (as the prophet ſays) and 
ſparing not, even from THE THRONE down 
1 to zhe cottage, in ſhewing my” Countrymen 
| their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of ENG- 
LAND their fins! in “being (as St. Paul 
ſays) inſtant both in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaton ! 
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ſeaſon! in reproving, rebuking, and ex- 
horting with all due authority!“ and tho? 
I am zruely ſenſible, that (as St. Paul ſays, 
again) I am not come to you with excel- 
lency of ſpeech : nor is my preaching in 
the enticing, or COURTIER-hike, words of 
man's wiſdom: yet I (thank Gop!) can lay 
my hand upon my heart, and ſpeak it with 
a moſt ſafe conſcience, ** that I am a flave 
to no PARTY, but what I have ſaid, ariſes 
as much from the ſincerity of a FRIEND, as 
the duty of A MINISTER.” 

Let us then, my brethren, of a// ranks, 
orders, and degrees of people in 7h:s king- 
dom, utterly baniſh from us all our fafþbr- 
onable $INS and VICES, and take up, and 
conſtantly practiſe the oppofite VIRTUES 
and GRACES! that ſo, we may turn aſide 
the wrath of THz GREAT GOD OF HEAVEN; 
and let us well conſider and remember, 
„that his MERCY will af permit him en— 
tirely to overlook his JusTice.” 1. have 
now, with more freedom, perhaps, than 
is agreeable to THE TIMES, in ſome mea- 
{ure laid before you THE PRESENT STATE 
of affairs in %s nation—Be it ſo.—ÞBut I 
appeal to all TRUE Britons and SINCERE 
Chriftians to juſtify me. Leaving it to all 
i. e. Thole (in the ſenſe of the late ex- 
cellent Marguis of Hallifax) who know on 
which ſide their Bread is 5% butter'd, and 
| take 


by, and TIME-SERVERS in Churc 
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take care to act 1 ee TRIMMERS 
or State to 
NIBBLF at it, and cenſure it as much as 
they pleaſe; and therefore, if THE PRE-- 
SENT STATE. of things, will not bear rip. 
out in, ſpeaking thus plaiply and honeſtly : 
why then, TRU-TH, HONESTY, RELIGION 
and VIRTYE, fare ye well! 
Now to the only wiſe Gop be aſcrib'd 
all e and e &c. &. 
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